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Purpose of Homework:

· Review and practice of the newly learned concepts, and those from prior lessons
· To prepare work for the following day

· To learn how to use resources (dictionary, EM Student Reference Journal, textbooks, encyclopedias/educational websites)

· To integrate skills in projects, assignments, etc.

· To learn how to break large tasks down into manageable parts

· To learn how to manage time

Notes:

Environment:

· Designate a specific area for homework

· Eliminate as many distractions as possible

· Keep materials nearby (extra paper, pencils, basic art materials, reference books, etc.)

· Utilize bulletin board/calendar/white board calendar for tracking assignments

· Establish a time for homework completion (this may vary day by day depending on child’s afterschool schedule, but should be consistent week to week).

· Basket designated for each child’s belongings

· Separate long term projects from daily work

Notes:

Time:

· Establish consistent time for homework (does h/she need a break when they first get home?)

· Utilize weekly calendar to post start and finish times for homework each day

· Have student estimate the time an assignment should take, then track actual time

· One started, give student short breaks (5 min) after focused period of work (10/15/20 min)

· Use kitchen timer to guide focus periods

· If “saturation point” occurs, let him/her stop and write a note to the teacher

· Break down long term assignments and write daily goals into calendar

· Students track HW assignments in daily planner

Notes:

Homework vs. Studying

· For nonfiction: preview headings, subheadings, charts, graphs, etc.

· Read a chapter and take notes

· Summarize what was read

· Skim materials from that day of school (notes, worksheets, etc.)

· Study charts, maps, etc.

· Create flashcards, vocab cards, etc.

· Small doses of studying over long period of time is proven to be more effective than one long study period

Notes:

Parent Tips

· Check your child’s assignment pad

· Have him/her choose activity for completion time

· Help child read directions

· Circle the verbs in the directions

· Help child brainstorm words for writing assignment (write on post-it)

· Ask ?’s to get child to think 

· Praise him/her for completion

· Identify what was done well on assignment before making corrections

· Identify where error is without telling student what the error is

· Play “Detective”: “I notice 4 spelling errors. Can you find them?”

· Remind child to proofread written work at another time

· Display well done homework on the fridge

· Assist with packing up the night before, checking weekly calendar for necessary items (instruments, gym shoes, library books, etc.)

· On weekends, help clean out old papers, notices, etc.

Notes:

Helpful Supplies:

· Homework daily planner

· Accordion file for homework (upper grades)

· Accordion file/regular files with subject headings for papers to be left at home

· Bulletin boards/white board calendars

· Weekly calendar

· Disposable monthly calendar

· Colored plastic envelopes for projects

· Basket for materials (each child)

· Index cards for flashcards, etc.

· Time estimate chart

Notes:

Ideas for Studying Weekly Spelling Words:

· Study words in various modalities (see attached)

· Utilize computer with large, bold font (ariel)

· Flashlight on ceiling to form word

· Banana-grams/Scrabble letters to practice words

· “Tricks” for remembering (“BECAUSE”-“big elephants can always understand small elephants”)

· Much more effective to study in small doses over the entire week vs. one study session the night before

Notes:

Further Resources for Parents:

· www.teachersandfamilies.com
· www.additudemag.com

· www.ed.gov/parents/academic/involve/
 homework/index.html

