KES PTO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

May 13, 2009 - final
Attending:  Jonathan Kaplan, Laura Ballou, Alexandra Williams, Sara Beame, Susanna Carlson, Heather Athanasiou, Josephine Ziegler, Lisa Bart and Tricia Padian.  Absent: Nancy Walsh, Celeste Potash, Janine Megna and Enid Linden.  There were some 25 PTO members present.

The March 11, 2009 minutes were approved.  The Certificates of Appreciation were announced.
Alexandra Williams presented the Treasurer’s Report.  The Spring Fling was very successful, making $14,000.  The PTO will carry some of that money over to help take the burden off fundraising for next year.  In light of the current economic climate, the PTO is taking a very conservative approach in creating the 2009-2010 budget.

Dr. Roelle presented the Katonah-Lewisboro School District 2009-2010 budget.  Voting for the budget and Board of Education positions will take place on May 19th at the local elementary schools.  According to Dr. Roelle, the primary goals of this budget are to be fiscally responsible and student-focused.  At $107,811,326, the budget is an increase of only .16% over last year.  If it weren’t for a new MTA tax mandated by New York state, there would be a budget decrease. 
In order to create this very lean budget, 39 staff positions were eliminated.  Dr. Roelle stated that these reductions are distributed across the entire district in such a way that there will be no significant effect.  There was also a reduction in administration positions as well as a salary freeze for administrators.  According to Dr. Roelle, the budget maintains after-school programs and the world language program while upholding favorable class sizes.  Across the district, there was a slight decrease in students (-30), which had no major impact on the budget.  
Three Board of Education candidates spoke about the different issues affecting the school district and how they would approach these issues.  Warren Schoat and Mike Gordon are both running for re-election, while Bonnie Holmes is running for her first term.  All three stated that their top priority is to keep the budget as lean as possible during these tough economic times.  They also each spoke of the need to combat substance abuse and bullying within the schools.  Mr. Schloat spoke about cutting programs that aren’t working while adding more writing opportunities within the curriculum.  He is also interested in bulking up the district’s senior year internship program and fully supports the building of new sport fields.  Mr. Gordon feels that the Board needs to re-think how it delivers high school services by integrating different classes and programs.  He is also a strong supporter of new sports fields.  Ms. Holmes feels that the Board needs to focus on the core academic classes as well as the AP program, and that there needs to be more accountability for teachers.  She does not think that the district should build new sports fields at this time.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  Respectfully submitted, Tricia Padian.

