KES PTO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

March 11, 2009 - final
Attending:  Jonathan Kaplan, Laura Ballou, Alexandra Williams, Sara Beame, Susanna Carlson, Nancy Walsh, Heather Athanasiou, Josephine Ziegler, Celeste Potash, Janine Megna, Lisa Bart and Tricia Padian.  Absent: Lynn Garofolo and Enid Linden.  There were 13 PTO members present.

The January 14, 2009 minutes were approved.  The Certificates of Appreciation were announced.

KLSD Business Manager Michael Jumper spoke to the PTO about the March 17th referendum relating to A&P Farm, more than eight acres of land that was gifted to the school district by Mr. Adam Rose and Mr. Peter McQuillan.  The school district currently has $3.15 million in a repair reserve fund.  State law restricts the usage of a repair reserve fund to small repairs that do not significantly increase an asset’s value.  These funds cannot be returned to taxpayers or used in any other way, i.e. staffing.  The school board is requesting community approval to move these funds from the repair reserve fund into a newly-created capital reserve fund.  Mr. Jumper stressed that the vote does not give the school board authority to build athletic fields on A&P Farm, rather simply to transfer this money into a capital reserve fund.  The school board will have to go to the community once again for authorization on how these funds are allocated, whether it be building fields at A&P Farm, or renovating existing fields.  Mr. Rose and Mr. McQuillan gave a deadline of March for the school district to come up with a funding source.  Should the March 17th referendum fail, the gift of A&P Farm will not be made.

According to Mr. Jumper, the existing KLSD fields are in very bad shape due to overuse.  The fields we have today have not been significantly expanded in decades.  In the last fifty years, the school population has quadrupled and the number of athletic teams has ballooned from 10 to 72.  The school board is hoping that the March 17th referendum will be the first step in remedying this situation.

The Spring Fling is scheduled for April 17th from 6:30pm to 8:30pm.  Do the Write Thing will take place on April 19th.

Nancy Walsh presented the Treasurer’s Report.  There are a number of outstanding bills that haven’t come in yet so the PTO currently has a lot of money in its bank account.  Enrichment costs have gone up for things like author visits, in some cases 20-25 percent.  Fundraising is also down this spring.  The PTO is currently working on next year’s budget and is trying to keep on top of how money’s being spent.  The PTO will vote on next year’s budget in June.
Barbara Milone discussed the Internet and gave some tips on effectively monitoring a child’s online activities.  She spoke about setting up parental controls and checking a child’s online history.  She also urged parents to have computers in a public area, not in a bedroom.  Ms. Milone said that parents should stress to children that chat rooms are off-limits. 

Carol Ann Lee, Director of Technology for KLSD, will be visiting KES in April to meet with each grade and discuss safe and proper Internet use. 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  Respectfully submitted, Tricia Padian.

