KES PTO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

June 19, 2009 - final
Attending:  Jonathan Kaplan, Alexandra Williams, Sara Beame, Susanna Carlson, Nancy Walsh, Heather Athanasiou, Josephine Ziegler, Celeste Potash, Lisa Bart and Tricia Padian.  Absent: Laura Ballou, Janine Megna, Lynn Garofolo and Enid Linden.  There were approximately 8 PTO members present.

The May 13, 2009 minutes were approved.  

Depending on the success of our fundraisers next year, the PTO may need to cancel some field trips or pass on some of the costs to parents. The PTO is also pursuing other alternatives if our fundraising goals are not met.  The PTO still needs a chair for next year’s Spring Fling.

Nancy Walsh presented the Treasurer’s Report.  At least half of the enrichment activities have gone up some 20 percent in cost.  Nancy added some flexibility to the budget with a line for funds that can be used to support some of these programs.  Since most fundraisers are in the fall, depending on their success, in December she will reassess the budget and see if anything needs to be changed.  The PTO will start the 2009-2010 school year with up to 42,000 in the bank.  Stephanie Crane asked why, with these funds available in the bank, the $6,000 that was encumbered for new playground equipment has not been used.  With the very dicey economic situation, the potential threat of a cut in BOCES funding, increased program costs and a questionable fundraising situation, the PTO is taking a very conservative approach financially. In addition, it was noted that there may be space limitations in the playground for new equipment. A vote would be required to unencumber the funds.
5th grade fundraising was discussed.  There was a question raised about exactly how much money the 5th grade fundraising chairs need to raise.  It was noted that it would be helpful to hammer down trip details earlier so that there is a better sense of costs. It was suggested that if 5th grade was lagging in its fundraising efforts, it could do something to raise money at the end of the year, such as sell food at the 5th grade variety show, or charge a small fee.  Conversely, if the 5th grade fundraising efforts this fall raise enough money, the 4th grade can get a jump start on its efforts by selling food at the variety show.
Deborah Healy-Seidlitz suggested re-introducing the summer quest workbook fundraiser.

Jonathan Kaplan discussed the state-of-the-school.  KES helped the Board of Education cut general school supply costs by 30 percent.  In the area of wellness and sustainability, the OLEC and Garden committees were formed.  This coming summer, a curriculum will be developed for grades 3-5 in these areas.  The World Language program had an excellent first year of implementation.  English language learners made tremendous progress this year; many have graduated out of special services and are out of class for much less time now.  KES implemented the fundations reading program in Grade 2.  Our state test scores were fantastic.  Students in grades 3, 4 and 5 scored in the upper 90’s in math and English language.  
Mr. Kaplan discussed some staffing changes at KES for the 2009-2010 school year.  Laura Ballou has moved to Rochester, New York.  Terrence Costin, who comes from Meadow Pond, will be the new Assistant Principal at KES.  Ms. Donaghy is leaving KES and will be teaching kindergarten at Lewisboro.  Lisa Baratz, formerly at Meadow Pond, will now teach 3rd grade at KES.  Katrina Costello is moving to JJMS.  Resource room teacher Lynn Swee will be moving to the 4th and 5th grade collaborative class position.  In 4th grade, Mrs. Fattore will be on maternity leave in the fall.  Shari Robinson will take over her classroom until she returns.  Martha Bewell will be a half-time library aide.  

Alice Cronin will be the new Assistant Superintendent for Instruction.  

Books were donated to the KES library in honor of departing PTO board members.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  Respectfully submitted, Tricia Padian.

