KES PTO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

November 19, 2008 – final
Attending:  Jonathan Kaplan, Laura Ballou, Alexandra Williams, Sara Beame, Susanna Carlson, Nancy Walsh, Heather Athanasiou, Josephine Ziegler, Celeste Potash, Lisa Bart, Enid Linden, Janine Megna and Tricia Padian.  Absent: Lynn Garofolo.  There were approximately 10 PTO members present.

The September 17, 2008 minutes were approved.  The Certificates of Appreciation were announced.
Nancy Walsh presented the Treasurer’s Report.  So far this year, the PTO is doing relatively well.  In light of the bad economy, it was decided not to run any additional fundraisers this year, but to promote the great cost-free fundraising opportunities already in place, such as the A&P, Amazon and Target cards.  Nancy is also talking to the bank about the possibility of using credit cards to purchase KES merchandise, A&P cards, etc.  There are different charges to the PTO for this depending on the amount of monthly transactions.
The 5th grade fundraising has been very successful, so they may do two field trips this year.

The PTO budgeted a deficit last year.  While expenses are up slightly this year, especially for enrichment activities, we will probably end the year in the black.

The Welcome Back Picnic was discussed.  Because expenses were up overall on this event, it may once again become a bring-your-own picnic.

Nisa Tannenbaum and Kathi Fay presented the Environmental Committee’s Green Report .  The walk/ride your bike to school on Fridays campaign has been very successful.  Mr. Kaplan said that about seventy cars drive to school on Fridays, less than any other day of the week.  He keeps track and publicizes it to the student body on Good Morning KES.  Another bike rack was purchased because so many kids have been biking to school.  An additional crossing guard may be needed for the intersection of Cherry and Huntville.  The greening of the Halloween Fair was also successful.  The main goal in that regard was to save decorations and, with everyone’s help, everything possible was collected and organized for future use.  The Halloween Fair committee put a lot of effort into buying prizes that were useful, not just wasteful knick-knacks that would be thrown away.  The Environmental Committee is also in the planning stages of a KES nature trail.  

Denise Martabano, the District’s Health and Sustainability coach spoke about her efforts to work with teachers in fusing their curriculum with the district’s wellness goals.  She offers staff development courses throughout the district, which some 100 teachers have attended.  These courses help teachers to weave environmental and wellness issues into their curriculums.  The garden at Meadow Pond elementary school is a good example of an outdoor learning environment.  The student population helped to build that garden, and is now responsible for sustaining it and cultivating product.  The district hopes to use this as a model for other Katonah-Lewisboro schools.  Ms. Martabano has also worked with 4th grade teachers on a solar oven project.  
Laura Ballou spoke about the establishment at KES of OLEC (Outdoor Learning Environment Committee).  The goal of this committee is to use all of our outdoor resources to provide authentic learning experiences for students, as well as develop and expand those outdoor resources.  The committee is working closely with teachers, Denise Martabano and Cathy Clare (KES greenhouse) in achieving these goals.
Board of Education member Mark Lipton spoke about some issues that the school board is dealing with.  In anticipation of near certain cuts in state aid, the Board will look to present a very lean budget to the Katonah-Lewisboro community.  They will be taking a hard look at every line in the school budget, focusing very closely on programs, classes, resources, etc. that can be cut.  They want to present a budget to the community that has the best chance of being passed in this difficult economic climate.
At the most recent board meeting, 6th grade students demonstrated some lessons in Spanish, French and Latin in support of the District’s World Language Program.   Mr. Lipton stressed that while cuts will have to be made across the board, he feels that the World Language Program is very important and he will advocate strongly for it.  

In other Board news, the Town of Lewisboro turned down an offer of $3 million from Westchester County to help develop fields on the nine acres across the street from John Jay Middle and High Schools.   The school board will look at other options and, in the meantime, will try to upgrade some of the existing fields.  Despite the fact that the school district is in desperate need of new and improved fields, this project may also be delayed because of the difficult economic situation.  
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  Respectfully submitted, Tricia Padian.
