KES PTO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

January 13, 2010 - final
Attending:  Jonathan Kaplan, Terry Costin, Sara Beame, Nancy Walsh, Alexandra Williams, Chrystine Vance-Homer, Mary Gaza, Lynn Garofolo, and Tricia Padian. Absent: Josephine Ziegler and Enid Linden. There were approximately 5 PTO members present.

The November 18, 2009 minutes were approved.  

Sara Beame announced that author and motivational speaker Lee Woodruff would be coming to KES as a guest speaker for Parenting Talks. This will take place in the KES cafeteria on March 24th at 7:30pm and Sara urged everyone to attend what’s sure to be a dynamic talk.

Nancy Walsh gave the Treasurer’s Report. The Holiday Boutique came in over budget, netting $1750 for the PTO. Innisbrook came in lower than previous years, earning $4598.  School pictures were also under budget this year at $2377.  So far this year, the PTO has made $986 from retail contributions (i.e. Target, Amazon, etc.). Nancy is still waiting to hear from the district treasurer about whether or not our BOCES funding has come through for the current school year.

Licia Sandberg spoke about After School Activities. She and Renee Fassert will meet in March to begin planning the fall schedule. In light of the questionable BOCES funding situation, Licia wondered whether or not they should just offer the classes that cost less and therefore bring in more profit. Sara said that we should wait to hear whether or not BOCES funding will come through.   

Donna DeCicco spoke about Garden and Greenhouse activities. The committee is currently looking to rearrange the design of the edible garden so that all available space is put to its best use. They’re also working on spring planting plans.

Sara Beame announced the Certificates of Appreciation.

Assistant Principal Terry Costin gave a presentation on deconstructing standardized tests.  About five years ago, Mr. Costin was asked to oversee testing across the district. The No Child Left Behind act had instituted more extensive testing for grades 3-8. Historically, KLSD students have done very well in standardized tests. Mr. Costin encouraged everyone to check out the New York State Education Department (www.NYSED.gov) Web site, where they can see sample tests and also access testing schedules and scoring information for examinations.

Jonathan Kaplan spoke about Katonah Lewisboro’s long range educational plan. The final plan will be presented to the Board of Education in June.  Over a five-year period, there will be curriculum development in all areas. Next year, the focus will be on the science curriculum.  In conjunction with this, Mr. Kaplan would like to implement a science fair at KES. The District will reduce standardized exams to only those mandated by law. As a result, the plan includes a strong focus on staff development. Teachers will be trained to come up with their own assessments of student achievement and progress. Portfolios will follow students throughout their years in the school district. These portfolios will contain special projects, writings, artwork, etc., that students have done through their school years and will be part of their official transcript. Starting first in the younger grades, the District will look to implement looping, whereby a student stays with the same teacher over a number of years. This may be piloted as soon as next year, but parents can opt out of this program.

According to Mr. Kaplan, the District’s goal with this long-range plan is to create a project-based, student-driven and collaborative learning environment that encourages critical thinking and problem-solving. It is Katonah Lewisboro’s mission to produce highly motivated, dynamic learners who are prepared to lead in a global society.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.  Respectfully submitted, Tricia Padian.

