PTO General Membership Meeting 
WEDNESDAY, June 16th, 9:15am
KES Dining Hall

NOTICE OF PROPOSAL TO VOTE:
The PTO is proposing to vote:
TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED 2010-2011 PTO BUDGET

TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED 2010-2011 SLATE OF OFFICERS

TO APPROVE CHANGES TO THE PTO BYLAWS

Agenda

9:15 – 9:20
Welcome and approve minutes from May meeting

9:20 – 9:35
Treasurer's Report — PTO 2010-2011 budget discussion and vote 

9:35 – 9:40
Certificates of Appreciation and Consent Agenda 

9:40 – 9:50
Edible Garden Renovations – Margi Corsello

9:50 – 10:00
Bylaws discussion and vote

10:00 – 10:10
Proposed Officers for 2010-2011


Chrystine Vance-Homer, Co-President


Mary Gaza, Co-President


Celeste Potash, 1st Vice President


Enid Linden, Co-2nd Vice President


Judy McCormick, Co-2nd Vice President


Payal Yusaf, Treasurer


Nicole Stumbo, Corresponding Secretary


Sara Beame, Recording Secretary


Renee Fassert, Fundraising Coordinator

10:10 – 10:35
State of the School – Jonathan Kaplan, Terry Costin

10:35 – 10:50
Thank you to outgoing board members

Consent Agenda, June 16, 2010

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Book Fair – Spring
The Spring Book Fair was a great success this year! We used a new company, Main Street Books, and were very pleased with them. Many wonderful books were purchased and teacher wish lists filled!

Class Parents
Please consider being a class parent next year! Sign up forms were distributed backpack mail and via email. If interested, please contact Tracey Bryggman at tlhanley@aol.com or Nancy Laemle at twolems@aol.com and indicate the class your child is entering in the fall, if you have been a class parent before and if so, which year. Selections will be made late in the summer/early September when the class lists are released.
 
Greenhouse
It is plain to see, summer is almost here. The Greenhouse is looking empty except for those sun loving desert plants. All of the class projects have made their way home or into the expanded Edible Garden along with the tomatoes and herbs (all grown from seed in the greenhouse). Butterfly sustaining nasturtium, coleus, bachelor buttons and others are nesting nicely in the newly redesigned Butterfly Garden under construction in front of the school surrounding the flagpole. Now that the tables are empty, we will be focusing on decoupaging the 5th grade drawings depicting companion plants. There is also a traveling exhibit, which you can check out at the Katonah Library. It was great having our Greenhouse program back at full force this year and we have already begun to plan for next year! 

 

Parenting Talks
 

The Parenting Talks Committee is proud to present a free informative talk and Q&A by Dr. Risa Tabacoff on The Transition to Middle School, on Monday June 14 at 7pm in the KES cafeteria. This event offers a wealth of clinical and sensible advice to help parents guide their children through the intricacies of the middle school years. All parents welcome. 

 

School Supply Packs
The school supply website was up and running from April 1 - May 1 for parents to place their orders.  The packs will be delivered June 18 and ready for pick up on June 21st from 11:30 - 12:30 and June 23rd from 11:45 - 12:30. Thank you to all who participated.

Staff Recognition Lunch
Teachers and staff were treated aboard the SS KES on Thursday, May 13th.  The cruise theme was fabulous and featured lots of fresh, fun and seasonal food.  Each year it just gets better!
Welcoming
 
The welcoming committee will seek to match new KES families with a Buddy Family to continue this program, which began in September 2009.  Anyone interested in being a Buddy Family can contact Darlene Esposito at espodar@aol.com or Nancy Laemle at twolems@aol.com.
Yearbook
Yearbooks will be distributed the week of June 14- any remaining books will be sold at $25.00 each.  Please send order requests to Nancy Laemle c/o Jessica 5P with a check made out to the KES PTO.
 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
 
A very big thank you to:
 

Lynn Ivey and Susan Shaw for providing the refreshments for all events at KES this year

 

Lisa Bart for coordinating the Library Volunteers, and all the parents who volunteered in the library this year

 

Nancy Laemle and Darlene Esposito for welcoming new families at KES

 

Alex Pappas for coordinating KES publicity

 

Donna and Joe DeCicco and Alex Pappas for maintaining the PTO website

 

Carmen McDermott for making herself available for Spanish language translation

 

Nancy Laemle, Amy Minasian and Tracey Bryggman for organizing the Class Parents 

 

Jeanne Robinson for taking pictures for us this year

 

Kyle Cadley, Debbie Carpenter and Christine Schaaf for running the Caring and Sharing Committee

 

Alexandra Williams, Jocelyn Kester and Donna DeCicco for their work on Chalkboard

 

Nisa Geller, Kathi Fay and Marlene Linz for helping to keep KES green this year with the Environmental Committee

 

Charity Brotmann and Kim Latham for chairing the Enrichment Committee with the help of Lisa Kramer, Sherrie Goldstein, Lisa Bart, Carroll Welch, Carthy Henry, Susan Wilkes, and Celeste Potash

 

 The Spring Book Fair was once again wonderful, thank you, Cyndi Mallon and Christine Young!  Thank you also to the numerous parent volunteers for donating your time.

 

Thank you to Susanna Carlson and Marci Mamo for organizing the Transition to Middle School Parenting Talk

 

Thank you to Sherrie Goldstein and Susan Shaw for arranging the amazing Staff Recognition Lunch and thank you to all the parent volunteers who helped out

 

  Thank you also to Tracey Bryggman and Donna Glassman for coordinating the School Supply Pack orders

 

Cynthia Braun for coordinating the art room volunteers and the parents who volunteered

Nancy Laemle and Janine Megna for the 2010 Yearbook

As we come to the end of another school year, last thanks to all the committee chairs who make the year a success. We are privileged to have approximately 40 committees, which provide special and enriching programs for the KES community.
THANK YOU VERY MUCH – HAVE A HAPPY AND HEALTHY SUMMER
 

KESPTO BY-LAWS - 2010 RECOMMENDATIONS
OVERALL
Current: “the organization”

Recommendation: Change to KES PTO as a defined term in Article I.

ARTICLE III: OBJECTIVES Section 1b.
Current:
To increase communication between the home and school so that parents and teachers may work cooperatively toward enhancing the education of KES children.
 
Recommended:
To increase communication between the home and school administration in order that parents and teachers may work cooperatively toward enhancing the education of KES children.
ARTICLE IV: BASIC POLICIES Section 5c.
Current.
Any funds raised for a specific purpose that exceed the budgeted goal shall revert back to the PTO General Fund. In the case of 5th grade fundraising, excess funds may be gifted to the school subject to Executive Board Approval. Otherwise, the excess funds will go to the PTO General Fund.
 
Recommended:
Add the phrase “for a specific purpose”.  Sentence would therefore read:
Any funds raised for a specific purpose that exceed the budgeted goal shall revert to the PTO General Fund. In the case of 5th grade fundraising, excess funds may be gifted to the school for a specific purpose subject to Executive Board approval. Otherwise, the excess funds will go to the PTO General Fund.
ARTICLE VI: NOMINATION & ELECTION OF OFFICERS Section 1d.
Current:
Any Executive Board member may be re-elected, but cannot exceed four consecutive years of service on the board. Board members may not hold more than one position in a term.
 

Recommended:
Specify Executive Board. Therefore will read: Any Executive Board member may be re-elected, but cannot exceed four consecutive years of service on the Executive Board. Board members may not hold more than one position in a term.
 

Section 2, Third bullet point
Current:
Two shall be elected from members of the organization by the general membership but shall not be on the Executive Board or a committee chairperson.
 
Recommended:
Eliminate need to elect:
Two members of the KES PTO general membership but shall not be on the Executive Board or a committee chairperson.
 

Section 3.

Clarify the meetings mentioned and the Old Board and New Board members;

Election of Officers
a.       Officers shall be elected by a majority of the PTO membership who are present at the May/June General Membership Meeting.
b.      The period between the June General Membership Meeting and the September General Membership Meeting shall be considered a time of transition. The outgoing Board members shall be responsible for completing all old business. The new Board members shall assume official duties on July 1.
 

ARTICLE VIII: DUTIES OF OFFICERS Section 6. The Treasurer
c. Current – Does not state time for audit

Recommendation – Make the financial records available before June general membership for audit.
 
d. Current - requires presidents signature on checks over $500 

Recommendation - Revise to require treasurer to send president written notice of checks exceeding $500 and require signature for checks exceeding $1000.
 

SECTION 6. THE FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR
 
c. Current – Clarify statement. Coordinate and submit all fundraising work plans to the Executive Board for approval.

Recommendation – Coordinate and submit all fundraising work plans “that he/she is coordinating” to the Executive Board for approval.
 
Add Responsible for the sale of KES Spirit wear at KES PTO events.
 
Add Responsible for the management of all corporate partner fundraising such as the A&P gift card, Target Red Card, OneCause.com and the like.
 
Section 7a.
Current:
Plan fundraising strategies to meet the budgetary requirements of the KES PTO.
Recommended.
Clarify and add “as may be needed during a school year.”  Therefore will read:  Plan fundraising strategies to meet the budgetary requirements of the KES PTO, as may be needed during a school year.
 

ARTICLE XIII: AMENDMENTS Section 1 b.
Current:  
At the same General Membership meeting, a vote will be taken to approve the revisions, with at least 20 members present, by a 2/3 vote. 
 

Recommended:
Delete “with at least 20 members present” and add “of those members present.”  The sentence would therefore read:  At the same General Membership meeting, a vote will be taken to approve the revisions by a 2/3 vote of those members present. 
 
For the complete current KES PTO by laws please visit www.kespto.com and click on “About the PTO” section
